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WATER CORPORATION–ELECTRICAL TRADES UNION BARGAINING AGREEMENT — 
GOVERNMENT WAGES POLICY 

383. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. Did the Minister for Water advise the Premier of his intention to reward his union 
mates by ignoring the government’s wages policy in relation to the Water Corporation negotiations; and will this 
new wages policy be available for the police, teachers, nurses and other public sector workers, or is it available 
only to the Premier’s union mates? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

One of the things I have learnt from watching the new member for Cottesloe over the last couple of months is that 
he is not a patch on the old member for Cottesloe. He is not. Let us be frank; he is not. The opposition would have 
to admit that, would it not? He is not a patch on the old member for Cottesloe. One of the things that was speculated 
upon was that he would be rapidly competing for the opposition leader’s job. I think the opposition leader is safe. 

I will not accept the member’s version of facts until I see it before me. I heard inaccuracies in his first question 
and I heard that he does not understand the government’s wages policy in both his first and second questions. 
Obviously, government trading enterprises operate independently. Ministers can issue directions to a government 
trading enterprise if they want. Is the member saying that there is a direction? 

Dr D.J. Honey: Have you asked your minister to issue a direction? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: No, obviously the member does not understand — 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: The minister’s asleep at the wheel. 

The SPEAKER: I notice you are not asleep at the wheel; you have just woken up. I will quieten you down, 
member for Dawesville. I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: He does not understand how government trading enterprises work; he does not understand 
the rules in relation to them, and he clearly does not understand much about Parliament. 
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